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The Coronavirus affects many people’s lives in the United States. In Michigan, the Coronavirus is affecting the activities people do and causes them to buy boats and travel to new cities in the state. The state of Michigan sees an increase in outdoor activities. The Coronavirus is affecting tourism in Michigan. 
The most tourism in Michigan in the midst of the pandemic is towards the northern parts of the state due to less restrictions. Northern parts of Michigan like the Traverse City and Mackinac area are less restricted during the pandemic and many attractions are open.
“A lot of people just don't like cold weather, don't go anywhere in the wintertime, so they get cabin fever. We call it heads-up demand. They couldn't wait to get out. As soon as they were allowed to travel, the northern part of the state offered more opportunities to do things that people like to do; going to restaurants, bars, attractions, using hotels and things like that.” said Dave Lorenz, Vice President of Pure Michigan. 
Many summer outdoor activities have an increase of tourists due to being locked up during the cold months and gyms across the state are closed. 
“The restrictions that the disease brought that helped to drive people to recreate outside. And therefore, in that short season a really, really busy season.” said Jacklin Blodgett from the Department of Natural Resources. 
“Outdoor activities are bustling as people have taken to hiking, walking dogs, biking and running because indoor activities remain limited.” According to the Great Lakes Echo. 
“The camping season opened up on June 22. By opening up there in the third week of June it shortened our season. We finished the year about 8% in revenue behind what we should have last year. But we felt like we had served just as many or more people.” said Jacklin Blodgett, the Chief Assistant at the Department of Natural Resources. 
The corona virus has caused a decline in traveling because airports were closed for a while and international flights were banned. Now, hotels are offering deals to attract people because of the low prices.
“There is a brand new Canopy Hotel by Hilton in Downtown Grand Rapids, it's the 23rd Canopy Hotel in the world and it is beautiful, beautiful. Well, they were telling me that they were offering really great deals to get people to come to the hotel. Not unusual, because in big cities like Grand Rapids, Detroit, and other bigger cities people have primarily stayed away from because of the perception that you are at the greater possibility of getting the virus and the fact is you can get it anywhere.” said Dave Lorenz.
The coronavirus impacts tourism in many ways such as businesses or hotels. 
 “As Michigan hits its peak tourism months, some small business owners in towns that normally fill with summer tourists are expressing concerns about what lies ahead, and many say they have one goal for 2020: survival.” according to CBS News. 
State parks and recreation areas or other modified lands are open, but they are following social distancing guidelines and being strict. There can be a $500 fine if one is found in violation of these laws.
“Specific parks like Tahquamenon State Park, said they had one of the busiest seasons that they ever had. People were lined up in cars just trying to get in, even on rainy days because they wanted to go to places like the U.P., they wanted to see these beautiful places and they wanted opportunities to distance and all that.” said Dave Lorenz.
Hunting and fishing sales have gone up a lot in Michigan and even out of state residents have been buying fishing and hunting licenses too. Michigan has 11,000 inland lakes which makes it a huge tourist attraction pre-covid. States like Indiana or Ohio do not have these natural experiences like Michigan residents have. The outdoors are an important part of living. 

“In state residents are getting back to nature, getting back to doing things as families, couples, friends and doing things like fishing together, going out on a boat together and things like this.” said Dave Lorenz. 
Tourism in Michigan creates $27.5 billion dollars and $2.8 billion in local and state taxes. This industry has more than 375,000 jobs in the state of Michigan.
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